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1 . ON DECEMBER 30, PRESS COVERAGE OF CURRENT ROK-US PROBLEMS 
WAS SHARPLY REDUCED FROM THAT OF PREVIOUS TWO DAYS. 

PRESS REPORTED BRIEFLY ON AMB. HAM'S INTERVIEW WITH NEW YORK 
TIMES DECEMBER 28. TONGA ILBO CARRIED SHORT PIECE REFLECTING 
"GOVERNMENT SOURCE'S" THOUGHTS ON STRENGTHENING DIPLOMACY BY 
"CLEANING UP THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS SYSTEM". TONGA SPECULATED 
THIS WILL MEAN END OF "BEHIND-THE-SCENES DIPLOMACY." GOSSIP 
COLUMNS REPORTED NDP SUPREME COMMITTEE CRITICIZED YI CHOL-SUNG 
FOR UNIFICATION COUNCIL'S RESOLUTION SUPPORTING GOVERNMENT'S 
ACTION, AND WAS UNABLE TO AGREE ON PRESS RELEASE. CHOSON ILBO 
ALSO REPORTED FONMIN PAK SPOKE TO REPORTERS DECEMBER 29, 
REFLECTING THAT 1976 DIPLOMACY HAD GONE SMOOTHLY UNTIL RECENT 
ISSUES AROSE WITH U.S. ASKED IF HE DIDN'T BELIEVE COMPROMISE 
HAD LEFT PROBLEMS UNRESOLVED, PAK SAID DIPLOMACY OFTEN REACHES 
NO DIFINITE CONCLUSION, BUT CONTINUED THAT AMBASSADOR SNEIDER 
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AFTER SEEING ROKG STATEMENTS SAID MATTERS HAD BEEN TREATED 
"SOFTLY." 


2. IN LENGTHY FEATURE ARTICLE ON MAJOR EVENTS OF 1976, 
HAN'GUK ILBO, WITHOUT DIRECT REFERENCE TO ROK-US 
PROBLEMS, NOTED THAT "CARTER'Z MORALITY HAS GIVEN WORLD 
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LEADERS THE OPPORTUNITY TO CRITICIZE THEIR OWN POSITIONS 
FROM THE MORAL POINT OF VIEW.. .CHILE'S RELEASE OF 
POLITICAL PRISONERS WAS A GOOD EXAMPLE, IN THE FIELD OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS." 

3. POPULAR REACTION TO ROKG'S ANNOUNCEMENTS REGARDING 
"PENDING PROBLEMS" VARIED WITH SOPHISTICATION OF AUDIENCE. 

MANY OF THOSE WHO KNEW OF CASES HOLD THAT ROKG WAS FORCED BY 
LARGE NUMBER OF RUMORS TO GO PUBLIC; THOSE LESS POLITICALLY 
AWARE WERE SURPRISED AT EXISTENCE OF PROBLEMS, AND SOMETIMES 
CONFUSED AS TO THEIR MEANING. SOME OF EMBASSY'S CONTACTS 
HAVE NOTED THAT MANY KOREANS BELIEVE PAK TONG-SON MUST 
HAVE BEEN WORKING FOR ROKG AND ASSUME US CIA COULD HAVE 
BUGGED BLUE HOUSE RATHER EASILY. SEVERAL SOURCES REPORT 
PEOPLE ARE INCLINED TO BELIEVE USG HAS NOT COOPERATED 
SUFFICIENTLY IN KIM SANG-GUN CASE, BUT POLITICALLY SOPHISTI 
CATED, CITING PRECEDENTS, DO NOT DOUBT KIM DEFECTED OF OWN 
FREE WILL. 

SNEIDER 
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